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» Have been very often difappointed of late Years, 
when upon examining the new Edition of a 
Olaffick Author, I have found above half the 
™ Volume’ taken up with Various Readings, 
When! have expected to find a Learned Note upon 

doubtful Paffage in a Latiz Poet, 1 have only 
been informed, that fuch or fuch Ancient Manu- 
feripts for an et write an ac, or of {ome other notable 
Difcovery of the like Importance. Indeed, whena 
nt Reading gives us a different Senfe, or a 
Elegance in sn Author, the Editor does very 
Well in taking Notice of it; but when he only en- 
ins us with the feveral ways of Spelling the 
Word, and gathers together the various Blun- 
and Miftakes of twenty or- thirty different Tran- 
, they only take up the Time of the learned 
er,and puzzlethe Minds ofthe Ignorant. [have 
then fancied with myfelf how egraged anold Latiz 
Author wouid be, fhould he fee the*Teveral Abfur- 
tities in Senfe and Grammar; which are imputed 
whim by fome or other of thefe Various Read- 
iys. In one he fpeaks Nonfenfe; in another 
takes ufe of a Word that was never heard of: In 
1 $ angmdort, there is {carce a Solecifm in Writing which the 
saat’ Author is not guilty of, if we may beat Liberty 
ead him in the Words of fome Manutcript, 
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ie in the Profecution of his Work. 


I queftion not but feveral Ladies and pretty Fel- 
will be very curious to underftand what it is that 








ich the laborious Editor has thought fit toexa- _ 


I have been hitherto talking of, Ithail therefore gi 

them a Notion of this Praétice, b culemeliies 
to write after the manner of r Homer Perfons 
who make an eminent Figure in the Republick of 
Letters. To this end we will fuppofe, that the 
following Seng, which by the Way is a beautiful 
Defcant upon a fingle Thought, like the Compofi- 
tions of the beft Ancient Lysick Poets, I fay we 
will fuppofe this Song is an old Ode which | pre- 
fent to'the Publick in a new Edition, with the {e- 
veral Various Readings which I findof it in former 
Editions, and in Ancient Manufcripts. Thofe who 
cannof relifh the various Readings, will however 


- find their Account in the Song, which never before 


appeared in Print. 


My Love was fickle once aud changi 
Nor eer would fettle in - yh 

From Beauty fill to Beauty ranging, ‘ 
In ev'ry Egce Ifeund a Dart. 


Twas firft a C&rming Shape enflav'd me: 

; An Eye then gave Ae Fecal = : as 
Till by ber Wit Corinna fav’d'me, 
And all my former Fettcrs broke, 


But now a long and lafting Aneni 
For Belvidera I mony nui 

Hourly I Sigh and hourly Languifh, 
Nor hope to find the wonted Cure. 
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For bere she falfe anconftant Lover, 
After a thoufand Beanties foown ; 

Does new furprifing Charms difcover, 
And finds Variety in Ont, 


_ Various Readings, 


Stanza the Firft, Verfe the Firlt, And changing.] 
The and in.fome Manofcripts is written thus, 6, 
but chat in the Cottow Library writes it in three di- 
ftin& Letters, 


Verfe the Second. Nor e’er would.] Aldus reads 
it ever would; but as this would hurt the Metre, 
we have reftored it to its genuine Reading, by ob- 
ferving that Synerefis which had been negieéted by 
ignorant Tranfcribers, 


Ibid. I my Heart.) Scaliger, and others, on my 
Heart. 


Verfe the Fourth. J found a Dart.) The Va- 
tican ‘vianufcript for I reads ##, but this muft have 
beew the Hallucination of the. Tranfcriber, who 
probably miftook the Dafh of the J. for a T, 


Stanza the Second, Verfe the Second. The fatal 
Stroke.] Scioppius, Salmafius, and many others, for 
the read a, but | have ftuck to the ufual Reading. 


Verfe the Third. Till by ber Wit.] Some Manu- 
fcripts have it bis Wit, others your, others their Wit, 
But as I find Corinna to be the Name of a Wo- 


man in other Authors, { cannot doubt but it fhould. 


be fer. 


Stanza the Third, Verfe the Firft. A loxg and 
lafting Anguifo.] The German Manufcript reads 
dafting Pajfion, but the Khyme will not admit it, 


Verfe the Second. For Belvidera I endure, Did not 
all the Manufcripts reclaim, I fhould change Bel- 
videra into Pelvidera; Pelvis being ufed by feveral 


‘ of the Ancient Comick Writers for a Looking- 


Glafs, by which means the Etymology of the Word 





is very vilible, and Pelvidera will fignifie a Lady 9. o 
who often looks in her Glafs, as indeed fhe had 
very good reafon, if the had all thofe Beauties which 


~ our Poet here afcribes to her. F 


Verfethe Third, Hourly I figh and hoarly languifh. 
Some fer the Word boxrly read dayly, and others 
wightly ; the lait has great Authorities of its fide. —_— 


Verfe the Fourth, The wonted Cure.) TheElder 
Stevens reads wanted Cure. 


Stanza the Fourth, Verfe the Second, After a 
thoufand Beauties. | Infeveral Copies we meet with 
a Hundred Beauties, by the ufual Errourof the Tran- 


{cribers,w¥0" probably omitted a Cypher, and had 
not tafte enoughto know, that the Word Thoufand 
was ten times a greater Compliment to the Poet’s 
Mittrefs than an Hundred. 
Verfé the Fourth. And finds Variety in one) |_— 


Molt of the Ancient Manutcripts have it ix two, 

Indeed f9 many of them concur in this lat 
Reading, that 1 am very much in doubt whe- 

ther it ought not to take place. There are 

but two Reafons which incline me to the Reading, 

as [ have Publithed it; Firft becaufe the Rhime, 

and Secondly becaufe the Senfe is preferv'd by it. 

It might likewife proceed from the Ofcitancy of § 
Tranf{cribers, who,to difpatch their Work the fooner, 

ufed to write alt Numbers in Cypher, and feeing the, pttr in | 


Figere 1 followed by a little Dath of the Pen, asis a fap) 
cllemere in old Manufcripts, they perhaps miftook #0 orde: 
the Dath for afecond Figure, and by cafting upboth #Mind m 
together compofed out of them the Figure 2, Bat fitals f 







this L thall leave to the Learned, without deter- Mowers, 


mining any thing in a matter of fo great Uncer- pe wh 
tainty. 

That 

ADVERTISEMENT. nbing 
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Mr. Burges, Druggift, at the Blue Anchor io Bhninate 
Ficetftreet, has received anew Supply of SpaWater, freth and good, and 
certified at fuch by the Grefficr ot the Spa, and being taken op from 

the beft We'll there, can with the greater certaimty recommend it, As the 


N. B. He felis all forts of fine Teas from Holland, and Spanith Saf 
by whulefale or retale. ‘ 
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LONDON: Printe’ for Som. Buckley, at the Delphin in Litth-Britain 3 nd 
Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwich-Lane ; where Advertifoments are taken in) # 
as alfo by Charles Lilie, Pesfumer, at the Coruer of Beauford. Buildimgsin BPs 


the Stravied, . 







